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High court seeks status
report from vigilance

Times NEws NETWORK

Thiruvananthapuram:
The high court has sought a
report from the vigilance
and anti-corruption bureau
(VACB) in the Malabar Ce-
ments graft case, on the pro-
gress of the investigation
and the evidence collected
by the agency against for-
mer managing director of
the company K Padmaku-
mar.
Thedirective by the sing-
lebench was onthebasisofa
petition filed by Padmaku-
mar that court should inter-
vene to save him fromthe ‘il-
legalcoercive steps taken by
the VACB to harm him, as
his arrest and suspension
was totally illegal and mali-
cious’.

In the writ petition filed
before the court, Padmaku-
mar said that he was a vic-
tim of themanipulationand
distortion of facts by the
then vigilance director Ja-
cobThomas and the then ho-
me secretary Nalini Netto,
who is currently the chief
secretary. i

He said that in 2014, the

vigilance inspector whohad

conducted the quick verifi-
cations on the company re-
commended registration of

vigilance cases, without re-
cording the statements of
Padmakumar who was the
‘managing director of the
company, but the additional
director (prosecutions) of
the vigilance and the then
director of VACB remarked
that the report was not ba-
sed on facts. The govern-
ment also remarked that no
vigilance inquiry was requ-
ired in the matter.

MALABAR CEMENTS
GRAFT CASE

Butin 2016, the then addi-
tional chief secretary (ho-
me and vigilance) and the
thendirector of VACB (Nali-
ni Netto and Jacob Thomas
respectively) did not disclo-
se the earlier decisions of
VACB and the government
before the court, when the
petitioner Joy Kaitharath
approached the court,

. Padmakumarfurthersa-
id that the court condemned
their actions and directed
the VACB on July 8, 2016 to
either register FIRs pertai-
ning to the quick verifica-
tion or to submit the legal
position, within a week, as
to why the direction laid
down by the Supreme Court

in Lalithakumari Vs State
of Uttar Pradesh case was
not applicable in this case.
Immediately on thenextday
itself, withoutreporting the
legal position, the deputy
superintendent of police of
the Palakkad unit of VACB
hastily registered an FIR by
misrepresenting court or-
der that he had got directi-
vesfrom the high court to do
so. When he was arrested,
while the law secretary re-
marked thatthearrestwasa
grossviolation of the Supre-
me Court guidelines, the
(then) chief secretary re-
marked that it was quite pos-
sible that there was akind of
conspiracy at least at the lo-
wer levels in VACB, he said.

But, Nalini Netto supp-
ressed the earlier decisions
of VACB and the govern-
ment on the quick verifica-
tion to initiate suspension
order. The actions of the
then additional chief secre-
tary (home and vigilance),
who was presently the chief
secretary and the VACB
using their positional po-
wer showed the height of
manipulation done to harm
an innocent person and put
his life in jeopardy, Padma-
kumar argued in his peti-
tion.



DUBIOUS DEAL

Jacob Thomas vs
Jacob Thomas as 50

acres up for grabs

LANDING IN
TROUBLE

Purchased land in
Sethur village,
Rajapalayam
taluk,
Virudhunagar

“40 district, TN, in-

2001. The two
sales deeds -
1905/2001 and
190672001 - on
November 15,
2001 were
registered before
the sub-registrar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ T'Puram

in Sethur z
T ACCORDING to available documents
40.5acresof i oyhears that Vigilance Director
land purchased 5,0 Thomas was involved ina bena-
from22people )i qea] or has hidden his identity
through their 1416 purchasing around 50 acres of
Powerof 1454 in Tamil Nadu. Days after a peti-
Attorney holder  {jon was filed before the Kerala High
o7 Court seeking a probe into the land
AL Velayudharaja  q0.15 of Jacob Thomas, the sale docu-
of Tenkasi (sale - y,onts of the said property, which he
_CEEQE%@D allegedly bought in Sethur village,
Another 9.83 ;I;I;Iésin 2001, revealed some startling
atr:‘res ?:If fland As per the two sale deeds - 1905/2001
purc a‘sf ’°[" and 1906/2001 - registered before the
o hp:ﬂp ®  Sub Registrar, Sethur, on November
rough POWEr 45 9001, 50.33 acres of land was pur-
of Attorney j,ced from 33 persons by Jacob Tho-
holder TK )25 Director, ISRA Agro Tech Sys-
Varkey of o pyt 1.td, S/79, Ist Floor, GCDA
Tenkasi (sale  complex, PB No 2710, Ernakulam,
deed  Korala. The sale deeds, accessed by
. 1906/2001)  Express, make it clear that an indi-
Tha adaress of 2(1)(3:1_1;1 a};:;rchasedthe land and not the
the buyer has Curiously, the same address is
beengivenas  gpavad by another establishment -
Director, ISRA  princy World Travels. It has been al-
i AgroTech 15004 TSRA Agro Tech Systems is a
Systems PvtLtd.,  company floated for land transac-
S/79,IstFloor,  tjons. Incidentally, as per its master
GCDA Complex,  data, ISRA Agro Tech Systems does

Ernakulam, Kerala

Grab of one of the

not have Jacob Thomas as its director

and two other names have been

shown as its directors
from 3/10/2000.

Despite repeated at-

J tempts by ‘Express’, Jacob

} Thomas’ response to the al-

- legations was limited to a

sentence. “Abhimanyu has

unfortunately passed be-

mavyuham” - (verbatim
quote from his text message)

- were his only words.
Meanwhile, Michael Var-
ghese, who's pursuing the
complaint before the High
Court, alleged the property
was purchased by Jacob Tho-
mas and he had mentioned it
in his property statements in
2002-03. “The land purchase
was made by the same Jacob
Thomas, who's currently the
Vigilance chief,” he said. Ac-
cording to him, it’s rather clear
the 50 acres of dry land, dis-
closed in the name of his wife,
was purchased by Jacob Tho-
mas, but a false declaration was
given before Union Government.
The 50 acres has not found a men-

sale deeds that shows  tion in his latest assets declara-
the land purchase of  tion - a violation of Rule 16(2) of

Jacob Thomas

ATS Conduct Rules.

yond the entrance of Pad-

INDIAN
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“IAS officers plan mass leave on Monday

Move in protest against the Vigilance and Anti-Corruption Bureau targeting their colleagues

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: In an un-
precedented development,
scores of Indian Adminis-
trative Service (IAS) officers
have applied for a half-day
leave on Monday in protest
against what they have
termed ‘disturbing develop-
ments that affect the morale
of the civil service, on ac-
count of the abuse of power
on the part of the Vigilance
Director and Anti-Corrup-
tion Bureau.

The officers sent in their
leave requests after a meet-
ing of several IAS officers on
Saturday evening in the wake
of the Vigilance and Anti-
Corruption Bureau(VACB)
implicating Additional Chief
Secretary (Industries) Paul
Antony as the third accused
in a case relating to the ap-
pointment of a relative of
former Industries Minister
ED. Jayarajan as Managing
Director of the public sector
Kerala State Industrial En-
terprises (KSIE) Limited.
The officers are upset that

the VACB is targeting IAS of-

ficers, especially giving signs

that moves are afoot to im-
plicate officers such as Rev-
enue Secretary P.H. Kurien,
Health Secretary Rajeev
Sadanandan and even Chief
Secretary S.M. Vijayanand in
Vigilance cases.

Calls for intervention

‘A senior officer told The
Hindu on Saturday that the
morale of the officers was so

. low that the government ma-

chinery was faced with a ma-
jor crisis. “There will have to
be an urgent intervention by
the - political leadership to
salvage the situation,” the of-
ficer said.

“We are requesting our
colleagues of the Kerala TAS
to avail one day's casual
leave on January 9, 2017, to
express our sadness, frustra-
tion, and professional dissat-
isfaction and to show our
solidarity with our aggrieved
colleagues, in allowing the
present Vigilance Director
to continue abusing his
powers. While doing so, we

‘The morale of the
officers is so low that
the government

- machinery is facing a
major crisis.’

request all officers who are
attending to emergency du-
ties of law and order or other
critical duties, particularly in
the posts of District Col-
lector and Sub Collectors, to
be in their offices and attend
to their work, while express-
ing their solidarity with this
sentiment by availing one
day’s casual leave,” said a
note released to the mediaby
the IAS officers after a meet-
ing. The officers pointed out
that Mr. Antony had only
‘implemented the written in-
structions of the Minister, in
accordance with Circular
No. 25208/D2/09/id DATED
15.2.2010 UNDER THE Rules
of Business that confers sole
powers of such appoint-
ments in the Industries De-
partment to the Minister. We
are unable to understand

how obeying the written in-
structions of a Minister,
which is not in violation of
any Act or Statute, can be
deemed illegal and how such
an officer can be implicated
in a criminal case,” the of-
ficers said. f

The IAS officers are of the
view that the Vigilance Dir-
ector’s action against Mr.
Antony was ‘motivated in
vindictive retaliation,’
primarily due to the fact that
he took the view that the ar-
rest of K. Padmakumar,
former Managing Director,
Malabar Cements Limited,
was in gross violation of all
legal norms and principles of |
natural justice. They have
also raised the question why
the government has not
taken any action against the
Vigilance Director despite
the existence of several files
‘which establish clearly’ that
the Vigilance Director while
working as Director of Ports
has caused the loss of an
amount approximately
Rs.35-50 crore to the
government,
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~ Real bribes for virtual job
~ recruitments in MCL

Bribes From 25-10 Lakh Paid To Middle Men From Mannarkad
ZERO TRANSPARENCY |

"

LaxmiPrasanna.Ajai
@timesgroup.com

Thiruvananthapuram:
When a flurry of vigilance ca--
ses are registered against offi-
cials of the Public Sector Un-
dertakings (PSUs), the vigilan-
cesleuthsturnablindeyetothe
blatant corruption of taking
bribes from poor for virtualre-
cruitments for lower level jobs
in PSUs such as Malabar Ce-

: ments Limited (MCL). Now;
: production has come to a

standstill at MCL and families,

: dependant on the PSUs are an.
: xlious over consequent closure

of the unit. Bribes g
from Rs 5-101akh had been paid
by people, majority of them be-
ing economically backward, to
the middle men from Mannar-
kad.

Sources told that an aggrie-

! vedwoman hadmortgaged her

one acre land for a bank loan
and paid an initial bribe of Rs 5

i lakhassuringtopay the remai-

ning on joining to an agent at
Mannarkad on the assurance

» The vigilance sleuths turn
ablind eye to the blatant
corruption of taking bribes
from poor for virtual .
recruitments for lower
level jobs in PSUs suich
as Malabar Cements
i Umlt_?ﬂ (MCL)

> Bribes ranging from
5-10 lakh had been paid by
people, majority of them being
economically backward, to the

middle men from Mannarkad

» There have been no jobs in
MCL which is on the verge
of closure

> MCL operations
have come to a
standstill since the
last few months;
there is no clinker
production as there are no
raw material stocks of laterite
and imported coal

to secure a job at MCL, Other
two aggrieved persons also in-
dicated that they had paid bri-
bes worth Rs 5 lakh and Rs 1
lakh each to the middlemen at
MCL for getting into unskilled
Jjobthere.

When contacted a labour
union leader at MCL told TOI
that he along with the aggrie-
ved had approached the vigi-
lance office at Palakkad, but
they had not registered a case
indicating that there was no
evidence, when there was eno-

ugh proof from.the aggrieved.
“Wegotholdof themiddleman,
but we were told that Mannar-
kad agent has already left for
Gulf andhe has called up to as-
sure that he will repay the bri-
bes later. We have also approa-

. ched the police at Walayar, but

since the incident happened at
Mannarkad, they had refrai-
ned from filing a case. Now, the
aggrieved have approached a
lawyerandalegalnoticewill be
issued against the fraudsters,”
a labour union leader at MCL

said.

“When over 350 contract
workers, including 260 cont-
ract workers who have been
working consistently since the
last two decades at MCL, are
not considered for permanent
posting for unskilled staff,
agents with the support of insi-
ders take bribes from candida-
tes offering jobs,” said a trade
union leader indicating that
his union members have orga-
nized protest against such cor-
rupt practices and submitted
representation to the previous
government. :

Official sources in the in-
dustrytoldthatsuchpracticeof
taking bribe was for the virtual
recruitments as there could be
no jobs in MCL which was on
the vergeof closure. “MCL ope-
rations have come to a stands-
till since the last few months,
there is no clinker production
as there are no raw material
stocks of laterite and imported
coal. MCL has lost a monthly
sale of 70,000 metric tonnes of °
cement,” said MCL sources .
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MCL records
2450 crturn
over last fisc

Times News NETWORK

Palakkad: The Malabar Ce-
menis Ltd {MCL}, a state gov-
arnment undertaking, at Wa-
lavar near here, has made a
nrofit of Re389crore withare-
cord turnover of Rs4s0crore
during 2015-16.

A company release said
that MCL has received the
first instalment of the state -
government'sioanof Rs12.08
rrore for its Rs 160 crove bulk
cement and allied handling
project at Cochin Port Trust.

The governinent loan is
interest free and the repay-
ment will startonly after five
Voars.

The release said that the
company paid Rs.57.88 crore
as lease rent to the Cochin
Port Trust for the 6.93 acres
faken on lease from the Port
Trust.




g

9-cr I’Olt
for MCL During
2015-16 Fiscal

The turnover of ¥450 crin 2015-16 was
a record one for Malabar Cements Limited

Express News Service weightage scheme since

2011-12 during the current
Palakkad: The Malabar Ce-  financial year. MCL had also
ments Limited(MCL) spent 24 crore this
has recorded a profit year as part of the
of Z39 crore on a corporate social
turnover of 7450 responsibility. A

crore for the finan- statement from the

cial year 2015-16. company said that |
The turnover of 2450 the operations of :
crore for 2015-16 was CEMENTS L0 | the Cherthala fac- :
arecord turnover for | #en o e tory was stream- |
MCL. The profit of lined since Novem-

%39 crore was registered af-  ber 2015. The kiln was closed
teranincreased outgoof712  for maintenance for one- :
crore as part of the imple-  and-a-half months during !
mentation of the service the current financial year.

BULK CEMENT AND ALLIED HANDLING UNIT
The state governmerit has sanctioned.a sum of 212.08
crore interest free loan towards the first instalment for the
Bulk Cement and Allied Hardling unit being set up by MCL

in the Kochi port at a cost 6f2180 crore, The goverpment
has permitted taking on lease 6.93 acres of the Port trust
for settingup thie unit. The interest free loan need:tobe
repaid only after five yearsThe ML managgrient stated
that if the other public Sector units to whem it had provided
a sum of227.20 crore asequity and loans in 2010 had
returned the amount, the company would not haveresorted
to availing of foans from banks for setting.up tha unitin -
Koehi, | SRR S

vl ENS A
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